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Truer Than Trousdale follows three new students

L
Meet t 6 TPO ans as they adjust to college life, face new experiences,
and find their paths at USC.
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Natalie Cheng

Timeline About Ti About Friend:
Graduated from Whitney High School Graduated from Cerritos High School Works at Henderson Autos
- Clseinr e Attended Riverside Community College
Studies at‘ USf: Annenberg Sc_:hool for Slud_las a! USC Viterbi School of Studies at USC Marshall School of
Communication and Journalism Engineering Business attancing from 2020 t 2022
attending from 2020 to 2024 attending from 2020 to 2024 9
From Cerritos, CA From Tempe, AZ From Riverside, CA
Born on January 25, 2002 Born on April 27, 2002 Bom anJuly 14, 195¢
Volunteers at SPCA LA Alurmni CHS Marching Band
“If it doesn't challenge you, it won't
change you." Follow my story at:

Follow my story at: bit.ly/TrueTrojans

bit.ly/TrueTrojans

Follow my story at:

bit.ly/TrueTrojans




T could
I'm sure get lost g0
glad T went to easily.

/' S0 this is

husclétle

Meet Nabalie’

By Ramon Gil

orientation.

I New ﬁub;ecf's-' '
New challenges! New
horizons! <

e wonde wha
she thinke of me. ]
Let's zee,

{ lox or scallion
N\ cream cheese?

I think I dazzled
her with my insighte.
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Truer than Trousdale

Everyove is
so beautiful!
) O
O
(@]

‘Meet Miguel’

They all Not¥ af
look 5%:‘*”’ € all like Lincoln




husd:étle

Meet Garrett’

By Ramon Gil

I

T kvew
should have

asked for some
time off

The first
week on a vew
campus doesn't go
well with working
Hights,

7 3

T!mnk Erod '
it's a prettier cam-
pus than community

All these
clubs and

if only
T were 18

If only
I had my
Hights ﬂff
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Truer than Trousdale

2 Looks like i
EVERYONE here belongs
to a sorority or fraf.

What did you
expect Naf? Tracy said
it was going fo be a
Greek party.

Clmon, let
me gef you a
REAL drink.

Sweet.
I'm Evan. That's
not a coke you're
drinking iz itZ

Y'know, fwo
thousand years ago, Because it
Rom'aws would drink beer was cleaner and move
instead of water.. WifriFioug,
- a—

507 This is a
party not a bar! You
don't veed IP!

Besides, don'f
you khow how bad
soda is for you?

Afterall, when in
Rome...




Wow! What a
turnout! This place
i& HUGE!

LaCASA
presents Junot Diaz!

Hrvrmn.
S0 diverse!

50 much smarter
and mature.

i

-

to anyore.

7 Miggy!
My God, haver't
N\ ceen you since...

S0 good

to see a familiar )

Vot 16aK ~ B face!
great; Taylor! ' '

T don't even know
And everyone looks\ how to start talking

Same here!

Are you living
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Truer than Trousdale

Sorry Uncle
Pave. Slept past

- my alarm. Need to get
louder owne.

You're late!

Look son,
It's a good thing that

you're going to college

and all...

Understood
sir. It won't
happen again. let's go over next

month's numbers,

...but you have
responsibilities here too
Just because you're ove of
our best salesmen doesn't
mean you can slack off

mind if I take
notes?

What will the
rest of the staff think?
When you're here, T
need you 100% here.
Understand?

...and next week,

2021 models...

of the GI2

we start getting the vew

“In condusio

- o re-
acial crisis ©

n, the repeal

t
_steagall ¢
S actly led to

direct!




We were I'm s0 sorry...
I didn't realize you
were a light-weight,

I'll be MQ, I've got
just tired.4 a midterm in Nolan's
Oohh, my class this morning.
head. Remind me I
never to drink :
alcohol ever

it'e 3 in the affernoon
and that test was
like, yesterday?

..She hasn't come out
of her room in 3 days!
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Truer than Trousdale

I can't

believe they kicked
ycu.lt ouk Whafl kind | thought at least my Mama
of parent would would defend me. But she

do that?

Anyway, I've
been sleeping at Leavey Library
ever since. Go to class, change
and shower at the
Lyon Center--

Uh..Aothing.
Forget T said
anything.




Garrett.
I want you to © Heck, keep
come aboard  this up and
full-time. I'll make you
a partner.

You broke

a natural-born
the sales record!

salesman!

Wow, T really

appreciate that

Uncle Pave but I've

got a full-time load
at school!

T know it's a In this
tough choice, but T V economy, a good
wouldn't ask if I didn't salesman, and in

REALLY need you. 4 your case, a good

l job, ie hard to
A
-

come by.

(O

-
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Truer than Trousdale

10

NatZ What's
thie I hear about you
ot getting out of bed

for fwo days?

3

I heard you slept
through all of Friday affer
having a few drinks and
missed your exam?

Naf; y'know
you can always talk
to Professor Molan
and ask if you can
still take the test.

I'm
sure if you
explain things,
she'll under-
stand.

—

I can
do that?




Absolutely I just don't Oh bu
st feel comfortable ¥ Besides, 'neh o
having him slee- , s against Wy aune
ping over. the rules. stays over all

the time.

Why

can't my friend
Taylor?

What i I wouldn't
hie problemz Ak if you had
another place

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnell



Truer than Trousdale

1Z

-H -.-helped

launch a
healthcare

up an intern- || been inves- |
ship at Face- (|| ting in stocke
N zince T was

twelve.

I see you I can pro-

have sales bably get you

experience. an internship. Hn-
paid of course.

"Hi I'm
a car sales-
ma”‘"

But it
would look
great on your
resume!

Unpaid?
I can't
afford to

How the
heck am T
gonna comperte
with these
uys?

Wow! That's
really going
to imprese.

... a good job,
i hard to come by, *t'e up fo
you, SoM.

work
unpaid!




Hey
Nat, how you Oh, hi
,Ceefmg? Carolive. Yeah,
I'm doing much
better.

Listen, T'm making up the J| T™ here for Nat.
want to hank test tomorrow. And look... il 46 liow
| you for uggesting there's always someone
T talk fo Nolan. g
you can talk to over at
Engemann, right2

She was i
’, very understanding. That's what
T

Ohnmiigod!
You must think
I'm such a bas-

ketcase!

No no,
not at all! Lote
| of students get
\ stressed out.

And T go talk to
the counselors over Hmmn.
\ there all the time. Okay, T'll keep

that in mind.

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnel



Truer than Trousdale

™

Brandon,
I don't think I can
be your roommate
next year

Sure...
no hard
feelings.

Listen I guess
AMiguel, Tm sorry I just felf uscom-
about last week. fortable.

Was it
because Taylor
i gay?

And then
S he said “No hard
=

feelings."
\

It shouldn't;
rightZ But hey, T
understand.
No

hard feelings,
right?

Cmon,
forget
Brandou.




a standing jeb

offer from

Itsa
guess, You don't

COMMON COv- Look, I'm
kiow what to do difion among an advisor at
with your life. students. the career center
You should

come by

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnell



Truer than Trousdale

16

...and today
you'll learn some ways
to manage your stress
and anxiety.

Stop what
you're doing; Take a
few deep breaths.
Observe your

thoughts, feelings, emo-
tions, and body;

Nice to kiow
I'm not the only one
dealing with this...

The 3-minute
technique you can use
when you feel stressed

ic called 8. TOF

and then Pro-
ceed with a positive
activity, like -- Yes,
Natalie. You have
a question?

Uh, yeah...
I was just wondering
how long this is

going to take? e

of in a hurry.




like you tost
weight! Are you

I'm eaf'r‘ng
fine.

T ran into
Taylor's madre and
I mentioned that you
two have become
good friends.

Ma, they \
kicked him out ‘/
for being gay. Ji

Well, it aoes
against every-
thing they
believe!

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnell
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Truer than Trousdale

18

P Wow Garrett!
I wish I had your
kind of experience

at your age.

Maybe not
cars...but Buddy, you'll
ALWAYS been selling

something.

be a project a
proposal...

Really?

Your
sales experience
ie invaluable!

Garrett;
your resume
does not do

you justice!

Okay,
what do you
recommend?

Best sales
perzon three months
running? e
But I
don't want to be
selling cars the rest
of my life.

let me have
that. We're
going to work
some magic!




Need to
destress. Need

B\ {5 destress.

Stay in
control. Stay
in control.

T think I'm
finally getting the
hang of this! It
feels great!

T never
realized...

Uh, Nat,
where have
you been?

Must
relax. Must

It's been three
days and T haven't

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnell
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Truer than Trousdale

20

Can I
help with

Oh, it's
not for me!

Like
T zaid, it's
for my
friend...

My friend
wag kicked out
of hiz house for
coming ouf fo
ks parents.

I heard
there's housing
help for these

situations?

Absolutely. Let's talk about
your options...

T shouldn't
have assumed...

No it's
okay. It's for
my friend.




Mister
Henderson, this ic
quite an impressive
resume.

Thank you,
Ms. Joves.

Ove hundred
twenty thousand in
sales in just three
monthe?

Marnaged
a staff of five
salespeople
...Mice.

And "client
servicing"
experience.

Mister
Henderson, I'd like
to offer you an internship
ON our business develop-
ment team.

It's
unpaid but
you will get a
meal stipend
and --

I've got
two other

offers for paid any way you can
internships.

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnell
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Truer than Trousdale

27

If you allot a
specific amount of
time for each task

Wow! This all
sgems 60 simple.
You must think
I'm 60 dumb!

Oh
no, not at
all.

and stay you should
true to the be able to get
. time lines peverything dOH

A lot of students start college
without kiowing time management;
good study habite and a whole
bunch of other stuff.

Which is

why we're here |

to support |
you! 4

And if you
use the calendar
to regulate your

schedule,

you can
set the alarm
to remind you
when and where
you have
to go!

Sweet! Can Ha ha! That's
you also help me [ g ittie bit out of
out with boy our mandate. Besides,
problems. T haven't figured
] mine out either!




7 did you
think I was
gay the first

time you

met me?

It's okay It is?
to be scared T thought you
Migs and were just supposed
unsure. to know.

Honestly What
Migs, it doesn't ¥ matters is how

matter what T you feel about
thivk or what  p I

anyone elee

r How do
you feel?

It took
me a while to
figure it out for
myself

different for
everyone.

I don't know,
Taylor! I don't know
how to identify....
llgdy!l

Yeah OK,
probably, but maybe
also "gender-

fluid." 4

7 I don't
know and it
really scares

ME'.'

You've been
a good friend to
. me Migs.

I want
you fo know that
I'm gonna be a
good friend
to you.

No
matter how
you identify!
I promise.

9jepsnOell UBY] cldnell
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24

Fegtured Resources

USC Career Center
Student Union 110
(213) 740-9111

USC Residential Education
Student Union 200
(213) 740-2080

USC Student Health
Engemann Student Health Center
(213) 740-9355/WELL

USC LGBT Resource Center
Student Union 202B
(213) 740-7619

La CASA Latinx Chicanx Center
Student Union 402
(213) 740-1480

Trojans Care 4 Trojans
Get help for a fellow Trojan
anonymously

Bit.ly/tc4t

USC Kortschak Center for Learning
and Creativity

Student Union 311

(213) 740-7884

For additional campus resources,
go to bit.ly/uscresources



What Happens Next?

Your feedback can shape the story! Tell us which character you'd like to see
continue in season two and what should happen next by visiting bit.ly/TT Tfeedback

Words and lllustrations by Ramon Gil. www.ramongil.com

USC Student Story Advisers: Cristian Biviano, Kelly Kinas, Judy Lee,
Adam Lindzey, Holly Liu and Felicia Zhu

Produced by USC University Communications

Copyright ©2020 Universtity of Southern California. All rights reserved. All characters are fictional.
Any similiraties with persons living or dead are purely coincidental.
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